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Mike MacKay - Manager of Coach Education and Development

Safe learning environment 

I thought I would share with you a response I received from a coach. I love it when coaches share the results of their experiments with change. It is by trying new and different things that we grow. I applaud you coaches who have the courage to expand your comfort zone and try something different. It is no different than what we ask our athletes each and everyday. 

You sent a blog a while ago that struck me.  I received your thoughts on the U13 boys championships that you attended and the comment that was read out before each game by the athletes about the crowd (parents) respecting the process and sportsmanship of amateur athletics.  The reason that I thought about that so much is it was the week of our team tryouts.  So I took the liberty of tweaking the message a little and had it read out before our tryouts started.  Here is what was said:

“We want to welcome you all to our Provincial Team tryouts and thank you for coming to watch your daughters play. Remember that this is developmental basketball and therefore we require you, the spectators, to help us create a safe learning environment. We want you to encourage your daughters with positive feedback and withhold your criticism. Allow the coaches to do their job without interruption. If you find you cannot comply with our wishes we ask you to please leave so that we can maintain our safe learning environment. Your daughters are not professionals and will make some mistakes, but they are trying to do their best. Thank you and enjoy the day of basketball!”

I must say, that I had the most fun of my 5 years of these tryouts.  They are a very emotional experience for all involved (players especially, but that includes parents and coaches) and I really wanted to address that before we started.  Not sure if it was the statement that was read or the sentiment, but we had a very positive gym throughout the weekend long camp.  Thanks for sending your messages, I have never replied before, but read them immediately when I see an email from you.  It always gets me thinking and I pass it along (I assume that is alright with you!) to many people in our basketball community. 
Yes, please pass things along. This is how we improve the game. 
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